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FEBRUARY 2025 

Principal’s Message 
Now well into the new year, students are settling into their new courses for semester 2. To maximize 
learning, I encourage all students to communicate regularly with your new teachers, so you are 
properly prepared, well organized, and getting any extra help you need to be successful.  

Thank you to all the many staff and community members for 
volunteering to be on the feedback panels for the presentation 
of our grad’s Capstone presentations this past month. 

Your voice matters! I would like to remind everyone that the 
parent advisory council (PAC) meets the 3rd Monday of every 
month (in the bistro). All parents/caregivers of GFSS students 
are welcome. The next meeting is February 24 at 6:00. Please 
join us online if you can’t attend in person.  

Our basketball teams have been very busy on the road and at 
home. Read about our season on page 5. 

Course selections for 2025-2026 begins on March 3, GFSS is 
holding meetings for students (at school) and parents to learn 
about the course offerings. Parents, please join us online. 

GFSS says goodbye for now to staff member, Sandra Cheverie (Education Assistant). All of us have 
been lucky to have you light up our lives and learn alongside you. Thank you for your service to our 
students.  

This month, we are excited to welcome back Jeana de Wynter-Wilkie, as Child/Youth Care Worker 
(CYCW) and Sara Tomashewsky as Education Assistant (EA). 

At GFSS we believe in pro-active communication. School is complex and 
your support and ideas are important. We are always happy to meet 
and discuss your thoughts. Please reach out to your teachers and 

administration team if you have questions or concerns. Information 
can also be found on our website, gfss.sd51.bc.ca. 

Let’s work together to keep GFSS learning. 

~ Tom Eccleston, Principal 

 
link to previous weekly principal’s 
reports and monthly newsletters 

 

https://meet.google.com/rza-byqc-aft
https://sd51-bc-ca.zoom.us/j/62232754309?pwd=l5nH7PYbSRldjIyy6G2KgbgoXSqDYA.1
https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/
https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/our-school/newsletters/
https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/our-school/newsletters/
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Important Dates 
• Feb 6, lunch Talent Show Auditions (auditorium) 
• Feb 17   School closed for BC Family Day 
• Feb 19, 7:00p Parent Course Information Meeting (join virtually) 
• Feb 20, A-blk Student Course Information Meetings (auditorium) 
• Feb 20, lunch Staff v Students Basketball game (gym) 
• Feb 24, 6:00p PAC Meeting (in the Bistro or join virtually) 
• Feb 25, 1:40p Whole school assembly (guest Jack Thomas and Perley gr. 7s) 
• Feb 26, 8:30a Math Contest 
• Feb 26, 6:30p School dance: Masquerade (gym) 
• Mar 3, 8:30 District Science Fair (gym) 
• Mar 3  Course selection sheets can be brought to the office 

How can students to improve 
our Grand Forks community? 
This question drives a special project for 
students at Grand Forks Secondary 
School (GFSS). This January, grade 10 
students at GFSS are currently engaged 
with the Community Betterment Initiative 
as part of the Career and Life Education 
Course led by teachers Natalie Lewis and 
Jessica Erixon.  

The inquiry project has students working 
in small teams with community mentors: 
Zak Eburne-Stoodley (City Councillor & 
business owner), David Reid (Director of 
Operations, SD 51), Sherri Carriere (Child/Youth Care Worker), Christine Thompson (City Councillor), 
Everett Baker (Mayor of Grand Forks), Scott Stewart (retired SD 51 administrator), Bob Carriere 
(retired Manager Pipeline Control Centre), and Tom Eccleston (Principal of GFSS and Walker 
Development Centre). 

Some examples of the students’ research for services and business proposals include enhanced 
transportation to Phoenix Mountain, volunteer support network for seniors in Greenwood and 
Christina Lake, a solar powered arcade, a drive-in theatre, a greenhouse, a fishing club, and a special 
extension of programming at the public library.  

Strengthening students’ agency through community connections is an important part of the GFSS 
school plan to promote career success for our graduates.  

https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/event/parents-course-information-meeting/
https://sd51-bc-ca.zoom.us/j/62232754309?pwd=l5nH7PYbSRldjIyy6G2KgbgoXSqDYA.1
https://meet.google.com/rza-byqc-aft
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Social Studies 
Grade 12 students in the course, 
Comparative Cultures, showcased 
their research projects to grade 8s 
this week. Each student highlighted a 
different historical civilization from 
different lands around the world. 
When students share their 
knowledge in a supportive 
environment, it helps solidify their 
understanding and motivates others 
to also share their learning in a 
positive way. 

This year, join an extra-curricular activity 
GFSS is lucky to have dedicated educators and community 

members that give their time and talents to volunteer to 
sponsor dozens of extra-curricular activities (ECAs) that 
cover a wide range of interests (sports, clubs). Warhammer, 
student council, SAGA, yearbook, global citizenship, 
mindfulness, mountain bikes and more! 

Clubs are always happy to welcome new members. A full 
listing of our ECAs can be found by checking out the ECA 
directory on our website.  

Students can also check out the student council board for 
information on what is going on about the school. 

Variety Show 
In January, our dramatic arts 
program hosted a variety show for 
the community. They displayed 
some of their talents such as 
singing, dancing, reciting 
scenes, and even a magic show.  
 
Look for more information on 
future presentations in our next 
newsletter including an 
upcoming musical performed by 
the senior drama class next 
semester. 
 

https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Extra-curricular-Activities-Directory-2025-01-30.pdf
https://gfss.sd51.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Extra-curricular-Activities-Directory-2025-01-30.pdf
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Law 12 
Ms. Matheson's Law 12 class ventured out for a full day of learning to both the Okanagan 
Correctional Centre and the Penticton Law Courts. Students had opportunities to ask questions, see 
our justice system "in action," and learn about career opportunities. It was a full day!  

Student Learning Survey 2024-2025 
The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its scope, size and usefulness to GFSS. It gathers 
information from parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers, and students on topics related to school 
environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for planning in our school and 
provides a district and provincial perspective. 

This month, the Student Learning Survey will be administered to students in grades 10-12, their 
parents/guardians/caregivers, and all school staff. We encourage parents/guardians/caregivers to 
participate in this survey, as the results are important in identifying and celebrating current strengths, 
as well as determining where the school needs to focus improvement. The surveys contain standard 
questions for the entire Province. 

The survey can be completed electronically and can be accessed on the Internet at 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey. 

Any computer or mobile device with an Internet connection can be used, and access to the e-survey 
is simple and secure. The survey can be accessed through the link and by clicking on Take the Survey. 
On the login page, click on the Parents icon, and then select the school district and select Grand 
Forks Secondary. Provincial, District and School Reports for previous years can be viewed at the 
same site under the Results section. 

The e-survey site will be open until May 2, 2025 and if you have any questions, please contact us. 

  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey
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Athletics update 
The Basketball season is well underway here at GFSS!  We have 6 teams competing this season - 
our Gr. 8 Boys and Girls, our Junior Boys and Girls and our Senior Boys and Girls.   

All our teams are growing and learning and having some fun along the way. They are displaying 
great sportsmanship and a drive for success, which as coaches and a school community we 
appreciate.  Thank you, coaches: Hailey Stuart, Scott Stewart, Riley Friesen, Brittany Chersinoff, 
Jason Hayashi, Kate DeVries, and Kylee Espenhain. 

Recently our Gr. 8 Boys participated in the SHSS tournament and went 3 for 3 for the weekend, and 
our Senior Girls placed second at the KRSS tournament in Creston! Our Gr 8 girls had an awesome 
weekend in Castlegar, and our Senior Boys played some hard-fought battles in Creston.   

February is sure shaping up to be another busy month for our teams with tons of games and 
tournaments. So, make sure, if you haven't done so already, please follow our GFSS Athletics 
Facebook page, where you will find all the upcoming basketball info!  Let's go Wolves! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566075150314
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566075150314
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https://takebackyourimages.gov.bc.ca/
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https://www.awinfosys.com/SurveyFull1/central/main/access.asp
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